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Dear Home Secretary 

Impact of the coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis on migrants and refugees 

We are writing to you regarding the Government’s failure to provide support to 
migrants and refugees during the current coronavirus pandemic, and in support of the 
Children’s Society’s #ALifelineForAll campaign. 

While the coronavirus does not discriminate in its infection of people, the impacts of 
the crisis, and the response from governments, do. 

The current crisis is highlighting the deep inequalities that the Government’s 
immigration policies create for migrants that councils like Hackney and migrant 
advocacy organisations have been raising since they were introduced. 

At the same time, the Government has failed to provide clarity on how local authorities 
should provide support to migrants during this crisis while these policies are still in 
effect. 

This is despite the Government also admitting that immigration enforcement or 
voluntary return schemes ─ which some migrants have to agree to before being 
eligible for support ─ are impossible at this time. 

The ‘no recourse to public funds’ (NRPF) policy is plunging families into an unexpected 
financial crisis as a result of the coronavirus pandemic, with no safety net to prevent 
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these families becoming destitute other than the support provided by councils like 
Hackney. 

Hackney Council has allocated £100,000 for additional activities to support migrants 
and refugees during the coronavirus pandemic, namely to top up subsistence schemes 
for children and adults with NRPF funds through the Council’s duties in Section 17 of 
The Children’s Act 1989 and Section 18 of The Care Act 2014. 

But this has been done in the face of confusing and contradictory advice from the 
Government ─ with local Council welfare schemes counted as public funds, we have 
had to seek new and innovative ways to support our residents.  

Furthermore, this does not make up for the inability to access in-work and out-of-work 
benefits such as child benefit, tax credits, Universal Credit, income-related 
Employment and Support Allowance, income support, and housing benefit. 

Instead, councils like Hackney are expected to jump through legal hoops during a 
global health pandemic. Indeed, the Government’s most recent letter around support 
for rough sleepers chose to remind councils of the NRPF provisions and how these 
remained in place, even at this time of crisis. 

The role of local authorities should be to provide humanitarian assistance to anyone 
who needs it, no matter their immigration status or background. 

To be able to do this, we are urging you to scrap the ‘no recourse to public funds’ 
condition, or at the very least, suspend this condition during the coronavirus pandemic, 
to allow public services to support everyone that needs help. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 
Philip Glanville 
Mayor of Hackney 

Cllr Anntoinette Bramble 
Deputy Mayor of Hackney and Cabinet 
Member for Education, Young People 
and Children’s Social Care 

 
 
Cllr Rebecca Rennison 
Deputy Mayor of Hackney and Cabinet 
Member for Finance, Housing Needs 
and Supply 

Cllr Caroline Selman 
Cabinet Member for Community 
Safety, Policy, and the Voluntary 
Sector 

 



CC: Diane Abbott MP, Member of Parliament for Hackney North & Stoke Newington 
Meg Hillier MP, Member of Parliament for Hackney South & Shoreditch 
Toby North, Senior Public Affairs Officer, The Children’s Society 


